
SESSION 3:  JESUS, THE COPYCAT SAVIOR?
STATEMENT ANALYSIS
- Share a doubt or concern you might have heard or have about the reliability of the biblical  
 record describing Jesus.
- Read Exodus 20:1-6.  Why does God describe himself as “jealous”?
 Read Acts 17:22-31.  According to Paul, what are some of the differences between Jesus and  
 the pagan gods being worshiped in Athens?  How does Paul demonstrate God’s love for the  
 people of Athens?

SURVEILLANCE VIDEO NOTES

FOLLOW-UP INVESTIGATION
- Review three of the attributes of ancient deities:  inexplicable (entered the world 
 supernaturally), imperial (part of royal bloodline), and instructive (teaches human  
 followers).  Why would people look for these traits in the gods they worship?   How might  
 this predict characteristics we find in Jesus?
- Read Matthew 12:38-41.  What similarities does Jesus point out between himself and  
 Jonah?  What is the “sign of Jonah” he refers to?  Why is this connection important,  
 especially to someone who has trouble with the story of Jonah?
- Read Psalm 96:4-6.  How is Yahweh different from other gods worshipped in that day?  
- Think about the ancient non-Jewish deities and Jewish historical figures (archetypes  
 of Jesus).  Why do you think God eventually entered his creation in a manner that met the  
 expectations and experiences of both groups?
- This lesson suggests that God fulfilled our expectations of what a god should be in the  
 person and life of Jesus.  How do you respond to this suggestion?

DEBRIEF, DELIBERATE, AND PRAY
- Identify someone in your life who might believe Jesus is a “copycat savior.”   Pray for that 
person and that you might have appropriate responses.
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SOAP JOURNAL EXERCISE  WEEK 3
Read:  Acts 14

S – Scripture – Choose one verse from the scripture above 
and hand write it below.

O – Observation – Describe in your own words what you 
think the verse is saying.  Explore words and phrases and try to 
put down what you “see” in this verse.  You can even re-write the 
verse in your own words.

A – Application – Write down what you should do because 
of what this verse says.  It may be something you need to keep 
doing, stop doing, or start new.  Make it as detailed and specific 
as possible.

P – Prayer – Write a prayer thanking God for speaking to you, 
and ask him to help you focus on what he has said and what you 
should do.
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