
SESSION 2:  JESUS, THE AVERAGE ANCIENT?
STATEMENT ANALYSIS
- Why do you think Jesus arrived in history when he did?
- Read John 2:1-5, 7:1-9.  Why do you think the timing of these events was important to Jesus?  
 Why might God pick a specific time in history for Jesus to appear on earth?

SURVEILLANCE VIDEO NOTES

FOLLOW-UP INVESTIGATION
- Why is the Roman Empire important to the timing of Jesus’ arrival?  How did the Romans  
 “pave the way” for Jesus and his followers?
- Can God use non-Christians, such as the unbelieving cultures that existed prior to Jesus, to  
 ultimately accomplish his will?  If so, how?
- Read Acts 14:21-28.  How did the ability to travel freely help the spread of the Gospel?  
 What would have been different if he had come 100 years earlier?
- Read Acts 24:1-9.  Describe the accusations leveled against Paul.  Given what you know  
 about the “Pax Romana,” why would these descriptions of Paul as a “troublemaker” be 
 particularly persuasive to government officials?
- Read Colossians 4:18 & Romans 16:22.  Paul dictated many of his letters through scribes.   
 Why do you think it was important for him to write in his own handwriting?  How did the 
 developments in language and writing aid in communicating the gospel and complex  
 spiritual ideas?

DEBRIEF, DELIBERATE, AND PRAY
- God used the circumstances in history to assist in the communication of the Gospel.  What  
 are some ways God has used recent circumstances in your life to lead you closer to him?   
- How has this discussion increased your trust in God regardless of circumstances?
- Close your time in prayer, thanking God for being in control of the circumstances of this  
 world and of our own lives.
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SOAP JOURNAL EXERCISE  WEEK 2
Read:  Acts 8

S – Scripture – Choose one verse from the scripture above 
and hand write it below.

O – Observation – Describe in your own words what you 
think the verse is saying.  Explore words and phrases and try to 
put down what you “see” in this verse.  You can even re-write the 
verse in your own words.

A – Application – Write down what you should do because 
of what this verse says.  It may be something you need to keep 
doing, stop doing, or start new.  Make it as detailed and specific 
as possible.

P – Prayer – Write a prayer thanking God for speaking to you, 
and ask him to help you focus on what he has said and what you 
should do.
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